
June 30, 2018 
  
Dear friends, 
  
It has been over a year since the St. John Society has been entrusted with the parish of 
St. Michael the Archangel. I am thrilled to see how our mission of evangelization is 
already bearing fruit in this community of downtown Portland, since our parish church 
was reopened in the Fall of 2017. We are seeing increased parish participation and a 
sense of excitement over new possibilities of growth. 
  
In my last update on our Capital Campaign, I explained my decision of implementing our 
project in two phases. The first phase consists of deferred maintenance and upgrade of 
systems, all of which were needed to reopen our church facilities. I am pleased to 
announce that this first phase has been completed, requiring the use of 14% of our 
pledged funds. Among other things, we were able to address water seepage in our 
walls and roof, upgrade the electrical system, make ADA improvements to our vestibule 
restroom, renew the church interior, upgrade our AV systems, and make significant 
improvements to our office and Newman Center facilities. Our parish is experiencing 
growth, and that places us in a better position to continue working toward the second 
phase – the seismic upgrade of the church. 
  
As yet, we do not have a timeline for the second phase, as we still have a large gap in 
funding.  I will continue to communicate updates in a timely manner. Also regarding 
completion of phase two, we are considering how best to honor the memorial requests 
that have been made. 
  
Without your generosity, the Remembering our Roots, Restoring our Heart 
Campaign could not succeed. Thank you, and know that your contributions have lasting 
benefits for us as well as future generations.  
  
On behalf of all who serve at our parish, please accept our sincere appreciation for your 
continued support for our Church and its ministries. 
  
Sincerely in Christ, 
  
Fr. Lucas Laborde 
Parochial Administrator 
 


